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SAND EXTRACTIONWEST SUSSEHOPES DASHED!

Theso-cal | ed ORegi onal
will become a part of the unfolding South East Plan and was subjected to an
Examination -in-Public in its draft form at the request of the Governmen t. The
examination was conducted by a panel of Inspectors whose report was sub-
mitted in November to John Denham MP, Secretary of State for Communi-

ties and Local Government, and which has now been published.

Basically, the review concerns the
amount of sand and gravel the
Government thinks needs to be dug in
the South East. The Regional Authority
hoped for a big drop on environmental
grounds, but it is less than expected.

Although the overall figure is less than
10 years ago, the difference between
the desired drop and the figure which
the Inquiry has recommended has been
split down the middle.

In addition, the total has been +e
distributed among the SE counties,
giving West Sussex 1.03 million tonnes
to find each year, instead of the hoped

&

Remember this?
T'e“ParIiamentary and County Counci
Candidates outside Pulborough Villagg
Hall for the 2006 pre-election public
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for 0.79 mtpa- a big disappointment.

Building (soft) sand must be taken firf
from areas outside National Parks, wi
the Parks making up the balance.

South Downs National Park.

The SDNP has no official managemg
as yet, but by April this year it i
expected to have its own National Pa
Authority. However it is by no means
clear that the County Council will hang
over its role as Minerals Plannirfy
Authority to the new SDNP Authority.

still a matter for negotiation.

| THE LORD NELSON COLUMN [ =
IN NORTH PORTSMOUTH F

THE OLD TOWN

The foundation stone of the
\sf Column was placed in 1807 ang
¥ the memorial was unveiled in
@l 1840 on Portsdown Hill, North e

on Friday 5th March 2010 at 7pm. (Sge
page 4 for details).

forum to test their environmental sup- Free admission for member
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AGM *17 MARCH 2010 * NOTIFICATION ENCLOSED

A Special Event NOT TO BE MISSED!

nNOur War Dead Remembe
Local War Memorials History - Poetry

A PRESENTATION BY MICHAEAIDIN AND FRIENDS

Rydon Community College, Rock Road, Storrington
Friday 5th March 2010 at 7pm

This illustrated talk is an introduction to the rich, historic and poignant

legacy of war memorialsmost |l y to be found |wi't
Storrington- commemorating théNapoleonic Wars ;the conflicts of the
Victorian Age such as theZulu War, the Sepoy Mutiny and the
Afghan Wars ; World War | and World War 1l, marking theBattle
of Britain , the Invasion of France, Portsmouth and Petworth

Grammar School Bombing and ending with théalklands War and
the present conflict irAfghanistan .

The programme will include readings from Rudyard Kipling by John Walk-
er of the Kipling Society and the poetry of Robert Graves, Edward Thom-
as and John MacGee read by others. Rupert Toovey, thekweilvn art
auctioneer will chair the evening.

Michael Aidin has long been fascinated by the history of memorials {o the
war dead and has given talks on the subject at the National Army Museum
and elsewhere. War memorials first appeared in Ancient Greece but(have
only existed for about two hundred years in this country.

Free admission for WA members. friends and
members of the general public will be asked
for a donation of not less than £5 at the door

in aid of our charitable, environmental work.
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What a pity the snow is so disruptive! Some of us proudly
exchanged emails with photos of a countryside all dressed in
white. Unfortunately, these beautiful views were taken from
houses which many of us were unable to leave!

2010 is our first full year as a charity after a year of consol-

idation. Wth recent and inpendi ng appoi ntnents to our
mittee, the average age of its members is coming down fast,
VRPHWKLQJ , DV DQ 320GLH" JUHDWO\ ZHO
new ideas and valuable experience, and they also help to ensure
continuity.

In 2006 we held a very successful pre - election public forum
which the attitudes of the candidates, and the policies of their

party in regard to environmental protection, were scrutinised by

the audience. We intend to hold a similar event in April, on

this occasion confining the panel to the three main party

candidates. Details of this pre - election meeting will be sent
out in good time and | hope you will be able to attend.

As you will have gathered from page 1, there is disappointing
news about the amount of sand West Sussex will be expected to
produce in the coming years. What is worse, it seems that it can
only come from sites within the new National Park, where the
countryside is meant to enjoy special protection. It is also

almost certain that local parishes and organisations will be
under - represented in the South Downs National Park Authority,
so we face a challenge to be sure!
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Please be aware that subscriptions for 2010 - as detailed on

page 2 - are now due. As a charity we offer the advantages of
Gift Aid to both donors and our finances, and as we are also
expected to do more by way of charitable projects, please be as
generous as you can afford.

| hope you will reward Michael Aidin for his hard work in

preparing a really interesting and entertaining talk on war
memorials, by coming to Rydon on March 5th. And, of course, the
Committee is much looking forward to seeing you on 17th March at
Rackham Old School. It will be a rather special AGM.
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