
 

THE LORD NELSON COLUMN 

IN NORTH PORTSMOUTH 

AND  THE NELSON STATUE IN 

THE OLD TOWN 
The foundation stone of the 

Column was placed in 1807 and 

the memorial was unveiled in 

1840 on Portsdown Hill, North 

 

Remember this?  

The Parliamentary and County Council 

Candidates outside Pulborough Village 

Hall for the 2006 pre-election public 

forum to test their environmental sup-
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SAND EXTRACTION:  WEST SUSSEX HOPES DASHED! 

Basically, the review concerns the 

amount of sand and gravel the 

Government thinks needs to be dug in 

the South East.  The Regional Authority 

hoped for a big drop on environmental 

grounds, but it is less than expected. 
   

Although the overall figure is less than 

10 years ago, the difference between 

the desired drop and the figure which 

the Inquiry has recommended has been 

split down the middle.  
 

In addition, the total has been re-

distributed among the SE counties, 

giving West Sussex 1.03 million tonnes 

to find each year, instead of the hoped-

for 0.79 mtpa -  a big disappointment. 
 

Building (soft) sand must be taken first 

from areas outside National Parks, with 

the Parks making up the balance.  In 

West Sussex all building sand is in the 

South Downs National Park.   
 

The SDNP has no official management 

as yet, but by April this year it is 

expected to have its own National Park 

Authority.  However it is by no means 

clear that the County Council will hand 

over its role as Minerals Planning 

Authority to the new SDNP Authority.  

Like Rights of Way (see page 2), this is 

still a matter for negotiation. 

The so-called òRegional Spatial Strategy for Primary Land-won Aggregatesò 

will become a part of  the unfolding South East Plan and was subjected to an  

Examination -in-Public in its draft form at the request of the Governmen t. The  

examination was conducted by a panel of Inspectors whose report was sub-

mitted in November to John Denham MP, Secretary of State for Communi-

ties and Local Government, and which has now been published.  

AGM *17 MARCH 2010 * NOTIFICATION ENCLOSED 

Portsmouth. Memorials such as these  

will be  featured in a presentation, in-

cluding poetry, by Michael Aidin and 

Friends, at Rydon Community Centre 

on Friday 5th March 2010 at 7pm. (See 

page 4 for details). 

 

Free admission for members.  
 

 

A Special Event NOT TO BE MISSED!  

 

ñOur War Dead Rememberedò 

Local War Memorials - History - Poetry 

 

A PRESENTATION BY MICHAEL  AIDIN  AND FRIENDS 

 

Rydon Community College, Rock Road, Storrington 

Friday 5th March 2010 at 7pm 

 
This illustrated talk is an introduction to the rich, historic and poignant    

legacy of war memorials - mostly to be found within an hourõs drive of 

Storrington - commemorating the Napoleonic Wars ; the conflicts of the 

Victorian Age such as the Zulu War, the Sepoy Mutiny and the      

Afghan  Wars ;  World War I and World War II, marking the Battle 

of Britain , the  Invasion of France , Portsmouth and Petworth 

Grammar School Bombing and ending with the Falklands War and 

the present  conflict in Afghanistan . 

 

The programme will include readings from Rudyard Kipling by John Walk-

er of the Kipling Society and the poetry of Robert Graves, Edward Thom-

as and John MacGee read by others. Rupert Toovey, the well-known art 

auctioneer will chair the evening. 

 

Michael Aidin has long been fascinated by the history of memorials to the 

war dead and has given talks on the subject at the National Army Museum 

and elsewhere.  War memorials first appeared in Ancient Greece but have 

only existed for about two hundred years in this country. 

 

Free admission for WA members.  friends and 

members of the general public will be asked 

for a donation of not less than £5 at the door  

in aid of our charitable, environmental work.  



 

2010 Subscriptions are now due! They are unchanged at Ã5 Individual,   

Ã8 Family and Ã25 Benefactor membership.  Cheques to Hon Treasurer, David Burnet, Kings Acre, Kings 
Lane, Marehill, Pulborough, RH20 2EB.  Remember, Gift Aid is good for the WA and the donor! 

THE MANAGEMENT OF RIGHTS OF WAY AND COUNTRYSIDE 
SITES IN THE SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK? 
 

The South Downs National Park covers 45% of Public Rights of Way 
and 40% of the County, including key downland and heathland sites, 
the management of which is currently delegated to the  South Downs 
Joint Committee by West Sussex County Council. 
   

A recent resolution of the County Councilôs Strategic Environmental 
Services Select Committee recommends that the Council should 
take over the management of all PROWs and countryside sites in 
the South Downs from the South Downs Joint Committee and retain 
that function under the new  South Downs National Park Authority 
when it is established. 
 

The recommendation is based on the assertion that the County 
Council can provide a cost-effective, consistent and improving ser-
vice and also that handing over the management of the PROWs and 
countryside sites to the Park Authority would cost more. 
 

The Select Committeeôs decision was challenged by Derek Deed-
man, County Councillor for Bramber Castle, who  issued a call-in 
request to the Cabinet Member for Environment and Economy, Mrs 
Deborah Urquhart, on the grounds of lack of  consultation and scruti-
ny, dubious financial assumptions, the risk of moving away from the 
good work done by the South Downs Joint Committee, and the fact 
that the decision is premature. Cllr Deedmanôs intervention was sup-
ported by nine other Councillors. 
 

Mrs Urquhart has refused to defer her decision because the National 
Park Authority budget is not likely to be finalised  until after the 
spending review in 2011 and because ñshe cannot believeò that the 
Authority would, in fact, be funding the responsibilities of  another 
public body  
 

At this stage the more fundamental question arises whether the on-
going control the County Council - and  several other councils - seek 
to retain is, ultimately, in the interest of the  environment and econo-
my of the Park  and its population? 
 
 

My marriage to Tony Whitbread of 
the Sussex Wildlife Trust greatly 
added to my knowledge and appreci-
ation of the English countryside, and 
what better informer could I have 
wished for?   
 

I joined the Wiggonholt Association a 
few years ago following the screen-
ing of Al Goreôs movie and wake-up 
call ñAn Inconvenient Truthò.  I got 
hooked into this local organisation 
when I realised it is an intimate and 
well-run group, motivated towards a 
bigger vision, in tune with my own 
basic life philosophy of sustainability. 
Again I was not disappointed when 
the WA, during July 2009, organised 
a summer outing on the sponsored 
electric boat along the Wey and Arun 
Canal. On the face of it, it was simply 
a most enjoyable trip on a beautiful 
sunny day. However, it could be en-
joyed at various levels; you could 
watch the natural and re-created di-
versity merge and gently slip by 
along the banks of the river - the 
tranquility remaining undisturbed and 
in sharp contrast to its counterpart 
gas guzzling engine. You could 
pause to marvel at the vast work be-
hind the scenes by so many over so 
many years to reinstate a simple 
navigable waterway.  Lunch on the 
banks sparked the normal friendly 
chatter, not for a moment realising at 
the time that this would subsequently 
result in new local friendships. In 
short, I had found myself in an organ-
isation offering me the chance for so 
much and on so many different lev-
els. 
 

Recently, when approached to join 
the Committee I thought: `I have 
never before served on such a Com-
mittee - what skills could I bring?  
What contribution could I make with 
the little knowledge that I have?`  Yet 
now, I fully embrace the challenge 
and look forward to working with 
such a knowledgeable team who I 
am sure will guide me and whom I 
hope to support in whatever way I 
can.  Do join me in exploring what 
this charitable organisation offers in 
pursuit of your own passions.ò 
 
 
 

OUR NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER 
 

WA member Viviane Doussy, who 
is a pharmacologist, talks  about 
herself,  about  nature, environ-
mental protection, and why she 
decided to join the Committee: 
 

ñNature, outdoor pursuits and the 
environment have always played an 
important part in my life.  Approxi-
mately 20 years ago I came to live 
in England from sunny South Africa 
with its wide open spaces.  Even in 
the lush green countryside, the life-
style here felt hemmed-in and         
a healthy environment seemed    
constantly under threat from devel-
opment and over-crowding.                                     
 

 
              CHAIRMANôS MESSAGE 

 

What a pity the snow is so disruptive! Some of us proudly       
exchanged emails with photos of a countryside all dressed in 
white. Unfortunately, these beautiful views were taken from 
houses which many of us were unable to leave!  
 

2010 is our first full year as a charity after a year of consol-
i dat i on.  Wi t h r ecent  and i mpendi ng appoi nt ment s t o our     com-
mittee, the average age of its members is coming down fast, 
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new ideas and valuable experience, and they also help to ensure 
continuity.  
 

In 2006 we held a very successful pre - election public forum at 
which the attitudes of the candidates, and the policies of their 
party in regard to environmental protection, were scrutinised by 
the audience. We intend to hold a similar event in April, on 
this occasion confining the panel to the three main party     
candidates. Details of this pre - election meeting will be sent 
out in good time and I hope you will be able to attend.  
 

As you will have gathered from page 1, there is disappointing 
news about the amount of sand West Sussex will be expected to 
produce in the coming years. What is worse, it seems that it can 
only come from sites within the new National Park, where the 
countryside is meant to enjoy special protection. It is also   
almost certain that local parishes and organisations will be  
under - represented in the South Downs National Park Authority,  
so we face a challenge to be sure!  
 

Please be aware that subscriptions for 2010 -  as detailed on 
page 2 -  are now due. As a charity we offer the advantages of 
Gift Aid to both donors and our finances, and as we are also  
expected to do more by way of charitable projects, please be as 
generous as you can afford.  
 

I hope you will reward Michael Aidin for his hard work in     
preparing a really interesting and entertaining talk on war    
memorials, by coming to Rydon on March 5th. And, of course, the 
Committee is much looking forward to seeing you on 17th March at 
Rackham Old School. It will be a rather special AGM.  
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- After the dismissal of a further appeal to retain a 
mobile home on Link Farm, Pulborough, there is 
another application pending to allow its use as sea-
sonal workers accommodation, to which Parham PC 
and the WA are opposed. 
- A consortium of developers has produced a mas-
terplan for a new town at Adversane/North Heath 
to accommodate some 1,750 new homes. Following 
consultation, HDC is expected to announce a deci-
sion in spring. This is a Strategic Site Option driven 
by Government demands for 74,600 houses in W. 

Sussex over the next 20 years. The proposal is 
strongly opposed, also by Nick Herbert MP who said 
that the Tories would scrap national housing targets 

and Regional Spatial Strategies. 
- Another major potential HDC Strategic Site Option  
covers a large area west of the railway between 
Pulborough Station and Oddstones including land 
at Stane street, and a triangular area, including  
West Glebe, between the A29 and the railway line. 
- We are supporting the Amberley Society in object-
ing to a proposed development at Drewittôs Farm,    
Amberley, because of serious planning anomalies. 


